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The unprecedented climate and ecological crisis we are 

now facing forces us to rethink our ways of living on Earth. 

What if we took advantage of this to reverse our views and 

learn from non-humans? 

What are the lessons taught by the living and how can we 

translate them into our societal models? From biomimicry 

to spirituality, what kind of relationship do we want to have 

with the living?

The lessons of the living

3:00-4:30 pm
Grand Suza

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27

As an extension of the round table on "the lessons of the 
living", we will question the kind of relationship we can 
weave with non-humans, and the different ways we can 
build a world of co-presence. How do different peoples 
from Africa, America and Europe take into consideration 
non-humans in their daily lives and their ways of making 
the world? How to inhabit the Earth and to live in order to 
"delay the end of the world"?

Creating community with the living
What communities of the living do we want?

5:30-7:00 pm 
Grand Suza

 Moderator : Séverine Kodjo-Grandvaux
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Since 1492, Europeans have appropriated countless medicinal plants in Latin America and Africa, during colonial 
conquests in which scientists collaborated. 

The so-called scientific expeditions were the occasion to collect knowledge but also to establish a hierarchy between 
science and a knowledge qualified as magic. 

Today, what is left of the indigenous knowledge? What has become of it? How can we revalue this knowledge and 
recover its memory?

 How is the use of these plants still relevant today? How can we protect this use?

Colonization and memory of plants

5:30-7:00 pm 
Grand Suza

Paul Ricoeur said that remembering is taking care of the living. 

How, through the process of remembering, do we take care of those 
who remain? 

How, after tragedies, does memory allow the survivors to continue 
to live and to rebuild their life? 

What strategies do societies put in place to accompany individuals 
in their mourning process, and what relationship do they develop 
with death?

Remembering: caring for the dead, caring for the living

3:00-4:30 pm
Grand Suza

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28

 Moderator : Mamba Souare

Moderator : Séverine Kodjo-Grandvaux







La protection des Hommes et du Vivant découle inévitablement de la vitalité de la démocratie, enten-
due comme système qui permet aux individus et aux collectifs de retrouver un désir, une voix et une 
capacit® dôagir. Côest par cette d®mocratie vivante, cr®atrice de pens®e et de d®sir, ancr®e dans des 
territoires, nourrie par des exp®riences endog¯nes, que les lignes bougeront en faveur dôun acc¯s ®gal 
aux moyens dôexistence et aux moyens dôexpression, dôune protection du vivant et dôune production de 
bien commun. 

Lôactivisme est une des formes de d®mocratie vivante qui prend aujourdôhui de lôampleur, notamment 
dans le domaine de la protection du vivant. En effet, que ce soit en Afrique, en Europe ou encore en 
Amérique du Sud, les combats en faveur du climat et du vivant se multiplient. Cet activisme est à proté-
ger, ¨ accompagner, comme levier de r®invention de la d®mocratie. Côest dans cette perspective que 
la r®sidence D®mocratie et Vivant a pris racine ¨ Arles en ao¾t 2022 et vise aujourdôhui ¨ Suza ¨ faire 
dialoguer les perspectives africaines, européennes et sud-américaines sur ces questions fondamen-
tales et la nécessité de construire de nouveaux desseins politiques.

9h00-13h00 du jeudi 26 au samedi 28, 
9h-11h30 le dimanche 29 janvier
Grand Suza et Fabrique de Suza
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RESIDENCY

RESIDENCY PARTICIPANTS: 

Fadel Barro, Adam Dicko,  Suspense Averti Ifo,   Achille Mbembe, Catalina Mesa, 
Christian Vanizette. Mamba Souaré, Philippe Nanga, Kestia Passou, 
Venant Messe, Fred Bauma

"Democracy and livingò

MAKE ACTION 
FOR THE LIVING 

A cycle of residencies in partnership with the Agence Française de Développement campus, 
inspired and coordinated by Achille Mbembe 
This long-term reflection was launched as part of Agir pour le vivant #3 in Arles with the contribution of 
Mathieu Potte Bonneville, philosopher and director of the Centre Pompidou 
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ñTowards new 
ecological designs" 

This residency, led by the philosopher and journalist Séverine Kodjo-Grandvaux, is a continuation of 
the work begun during Act for the living in Medellín in May 2022 and continued from August, 22 to 28 
during Act for the living in Arles.

It gathers thinkers, philosophers, scientists, writers, traditional practitioners, economists, artists ... from 
Africa, South America and Europe in order to rethink together, in an exciting way, our ways of living in 
the world and to draw new emancipating ecological utopias. 

The aim is to see how ecology can be a driving force for desirable futures, a matrix that connects diffe-
rent generations and helps building a world made of different worlds, where everyone is recognized in 
oneôs full potential.

9:00 am to 1:00 pm Thursday 26 to Saturday 28, 
9:00 am to 11:00 am Sunday 29 January

Grand Suza and la Fabrique de Suza

A cycle of residencies in partnership with the Fondation MAM 
(Cameroon) and Comfama (Colombia), led by S®verine Kodjo Grandvaux

9:00 am to 1:00 pm Thursday 26 to Saturday 28, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Thursday 26 to Saturday 28, 

FROM THURSDAY 26 TO SUNDAY 29 JANUARY 

RESIDENCY PARTICIPANTS:

Felwine Sarr (economist - Senegal), Parfait Akana (anthropologist - Cameroon), Diego Landivar 
(economist, Bolivia), Hugo Jamioy (poet - Colombia), Carole Karemera (actress - Rwanda), Tarik 
Chekchak (ecological engineer - Algeria-France), Fadel Barro, Julian Dupont, Clara Melniczuk, 
Olivia Rutazibwa, Cheikh Ba (economist Ł Senegal).

RESIDENCY
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CALL FOR PROJECTS: "THE SOUTHS OF THE ANTHROPOCENE. FOR 
ANOTHER COSMOPOLITICAL AESTHETIC OF THE CURRENT CLIMA-

TIC AND ECOLOGICAL SITUATION".

From thought to action: a call for expressions of interest for the 
production/delivery of residencies.

Piloted by Diego Landivar

This call for projects invites us to question and rethink the imagina-
ries generated by the ecological crisis. 

To qualify the current situation, we often hear that we are all equal-
ly concerned. The ecological crisis and the climate disruption 
would thus create an equality of destiny for all human and non-hu-
man beings on Earth.

But what kind of boat are we on? Is it a Noah's Ark? A new Raft of 
the Medusa? How can we be sure that we are not on board on one 
of those ships that shaped the New World, and how can we get out 
of "the hold of Modernity" ? Not all ships are good to take. They will 
not save us all. 

Colonial modernity began inside ships, where the worst of the 
slavery experiments happened, as well as the first pirate events 
and the first maritime insurrections. 

At the edge of the ecological abyss, some environmenta-
list thoughts summon the figure of the boat, finally univer-
sal.

But this scientific, modern, rationalist ecology appears as 
a new determinism: a becoming-anthropocene, a new 
historicity, a new sense of history, a new hierarchy of 
knowledge, which is imposed on everyone, at all times 
and in all places.

How can we resist the temptation of a hegemonic 
knowledge and draw new ecological designs from our 
different worlds? And how can we sketch out a plural 
ecology that allows us to take into account the way in 
which different indigenous collectives, communities, and 
artists around the world come to name, qualify, and 
describe another version of the ecological situation we are 
going through?

This call for contributions aims to question the perspectives developed 
by the peoples of the global south (including minority populations in 
Western countries) and to enrich the dominant ecological discourse 
both aesthetically, narratively and politically.

To get out of a Manicheism that would systematically oppose science 
and traditional knowledge, to the detriment of the latter.

The Souths of the Anthropocene are complete descriptions of situa-
tions where daily life is inseparable from the ecological upheavals 
and cosmological transformations that these collectives must nego-
tiate. These perspectives can both accommodate Western scientific 
narratives on climate and be supported tactically or strategically by 
them. They can challenge, historicize, or root  the scientific knowledge 
about climate and ecology. Their description thus aims to maintain as 
many descriptions as possible of how territories, terroirs, lands, 
peoples, institutions and cosmological systems produce a complete 
thought about the current situation.

The challenge is threefold: aesthetic, narrative and cosmopolitical.

It is a question of rethinking the ways of expressing and representing 
these crises, of telling the future and of summoning the human beings 
who must pronounce themselves on the future of the world.

The method consists in decentralizing the production of universalities.

 

The South does not produce passive representations, but 
systems and institutions allowing the composition and 
pacification of heterogeneous knowledge.

This call is addressed to collectives of researchers, artists, 
and designers who, based on territorial, daily, situated, 
and rooted investigations, produce knowledge and 
works reflecting critical situations or transforming ecolo-
gical situations. 

The contributors will have to propose a format incorpora-
ting a text (max. 20,000 signs) accompanied by images, 
cartographies, works, photographs, models... illustrating 
the subject. 

The selected contributions will be presented and one of 
them could be published in a collective work dedicated 
to these alternative perspectives on the contemporary 
climatic and ecological question and committed to the 
recognition of a plural ecology.
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Hemley Boum, novelist, poet and essayist, Marc Alexandre Oho Bambe named captain Alexandre, poet, 
author and slammer and Anne-Sophie Stefanini, novelist and editor, will spend an hour with two partici-
pants from the first and second edition of masterclass, Ernis (RFI 2022 Voix dôAfrique award) and Sarah 

Timb, presenting the results of the literary workshops held at the Fondation MAM in Suza.

These writing workshops, conceived as a writing and living together course, are both an educational and 
poetic experience and a time of exchange, in relation with nature and the living. The idea is to offer young 
aspiring writers advice, techniques and insight, to help each of them finding and enriching their voice.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27

PRESENTATION OF THE WRITING WORKSHOPS

9:30-10:30 am
La Fabrique de Suza

A kind of sound and visual library of ecological knowledge and practices gathered from the territo-
ries of the Suza region. A wide range of socio-cultural and ecological data on the living will be criti-
cally presented in the perspective of a mapping of the territory and terroirs of Suza, the challenges 
being of a socio-economic, political and patrimonial nature
These podcasts are part of the larger Suza Mapping Project, which is the starting point for a para-
digm shift in undertaking projects to restore or promote greater empowerment for the people of 
Suza.

This need is born from the absence of systematic and aggregated documentary resources, useful for 
action and allowing to have an exhaustive and precise knowledge of Suza where the question of the 
living, because of its history and geography (space of large agro-industrial exploitations and place 
of circulations, sometimes violent, of the communities) is posed with acuity. How has such a context 
shaped and continues to shape an ethos, lifestyles, and the relationship to the environment?   

FROM THURSDAY 26 TO SUNDAY 29 JANUARY 

Everyday from 10 :00 am to 07 :00pm
Fabrique de Suza

BROADCASTING OF PODCASTS

31 32



- A video will be dedicated to the activities and culti-
vation techniques, as well as to the table manners in 
the Bankon cultural space.

 
- A video will be dedicated to land conflicts, their ways 
of resolution, and gender inequalities in the access to 
the land.

- A video will be dedicated to the socio-economic 
activities of internally displaced persons and the envi-
ronmental challenges posed by the Anglophone crisis 
in Suza (demographic and ecological pressure, etc.)

- A video will take up the first three themes of the pod-
casts and will involve, in a moderated group discus-
sion, the chiefs and elders of the Suza community.

- The last video of this series will be dedicated to la 
Fabrique de Suza and the working environment of the 
research assistants who work there.

In what ways (violence, resistance, resilience) 
does the living, in all its occurrences, continue to 
be transmitted here? 

If the entry is made by the bias of ecology and 
culture, the other dimensions (economic and poli-
tical) are not eluded. Thus, the podcasts produced 
will make it possible to see, for example, beyond 
their symbolic dimension, how the performance 
of certain rites constitutes an archive, which 
makes it possible to testify of the human hold on 
biodiversity, starting from the cultural transforma-
tions through history. 

One will show how the endemic generalization of 
the cash crops deeply modified anthropology, 
demography and the local economy. 

We will also discuss issues related to land tenure, 
insecurity and violence, as well as the social and 
economic recomposition of the Suza locality due 
to the internally displaced persons, resulting from 
the Anglophone crisis.  

Twenty podcasts and six videos will be proposed 
by three PhD students who led research in Suza.

Focus Group Discussions and individual inter-
views will alternate.

- A video will be dedicated to the daily life of a 
traditherapist (How does she operate the collec-
tion of the natural ingredients necessary for her 
activities? How does shetransmit her knowledge? 
Which problems does she face? What has 
changed in her practice, etc.)

-  The living,

-  The transmission of heritage,

-  Access to land and related community and 
    political struggles Mobilities, 

-   Gender inequalities,

-   The perception of agro-industrial societies,

-   Tribalism,

-   school dropout and alcoholism.

Regarding the videos:

Main themes:
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PRACTICAL INFO

The Fondation MAM is located in Suza, an 
urban locality in the Littoral region of Came-
roon, about 35km from Douala. It takes an 
average of 1 hour by car to to get there. 

Follow the route indicated on Google maps, 
the signs indicating access to the Fabrique 
de Suza                                  will guide you once 
you are in Suza.

Contact: +237 693 691 335

Health measures have been reduced; however, we 
recommend that you bring a mask and protect yourself. 

For travellers entering or leaving Cameroon, please 
note that:
- Entry is conditional on the presentation of a negative 
PCR test less than 72 hours or the presentation of a com-
plete vaccination schedule,

- PCR tests are no longer systematic on leaving the 
country but will be required according to the require-
ments of the of the country of destination.

This information is subject to change. 
We recommend that you check the current system in 
force at the time of your trip.

HEALTH MEASURES

The Fondation MAM and Agir pour le vivant 
invite you to meet on 25 January 
2023 in Suza

- PCR tests are no longer systematic on leaving the 
country but will be required according to the require-

We recommend that you check the current system in 
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